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MILTON SCHOOL

Headmaster: Mr. J. H. Downing.
Deputy Headmaster: Mr. F. G. Jackson.
I Senior Assistant, General Secondary: Mr. R. Leavis.
' House Master, Charter House: Mr. D. J. Avery.
House Master, Pioneer House: Mr. F. G. Jackson.

Sports House Masters: Birclienough: Mr. S. W. Jones; Borrow: Mr. G. Leech; Fairbridge: Mr.
F. G. Jackson; Heany: Mr. P. W. Mans.

STAFF

Mr. W. E. Adlard, Mr. L. Archell, Mr. D. J. Avery, Mr. D. C. Barbanell, Mr. F. W.
Batchelor, Mr. D. R. Blezard, Mr. T. E. W. Bullock, Mr. D. M. Clubb, Mr. R. P. Cooper,
Mr. H. O. Coventry, Mr C. C. C. Cunliffe, Mr. W. M. Engelbrecht, Mr. N. S. Freeman,
Mr. D. L. Garley, Mr. P. H. Gifford, Mr. F.A. Hambly, Miss B. F. Irvine, Mr. F. (-
Jackson, Mr. L. Jones, Mr. S. W. Jones Mr. C. P. Kleyn, Mr. J. A. Labuschagne Mr. R.
Leavxs Mr G. Leech, Mr. W. MacMillan, Mr. P. W Mans, Mr. J. M. Niven, Mr. C. W Pert,
Mr. . Quirke, Mr. N. L. Robertson Mr. H. Smlth Mre"W. B Spelrs. Mr. B. Thom-
son, Mr. W. D.'G. Waft, Mrs. E. Young.

Matrons: Dining Hall, Senior Cook Matron: Mrs. J. Adam, Assistant, Miss C. Moran
Charter House: Mrs. P. Godrich. Pioneer House: Miss C. J. Howells; Mrs. M. Tllbury
Caretaker: Capt. J. S. Adam.

School Bursar: Miss M. Coley. School Clerk: Mrs. B. M. Clarance. Acting Bursar: Miss
J. M. van Lingen.

School Council: Lt Col. J. R. Webb (Chairman), A. M. Hawkins, Esq. (Vice- Chalrman),

B. Baron, Esq., F. A. Dickinson, Esq., K. O. Goldha.wk Esq., H. E. Lazarus, Esq., Dr. M

J. Lewis, Adv. A D. H. Lloyd, T. A Mountgomery, Esq J. G. Pain, Esq., G. B. Stephens,

Esq., A. Walshe, Esq., R. P. Wilson, Esq., D. M. Scott, Esq. (Hon Secretary), Jy H:
Downing, Esq. (Headmaster).

SCHCOL OFFICERS, 1953.

Head Prefect: K. D. Brown.
School Prefects: J. Anderson, B. J. Tipler, J. Kerr, D. French, B. G. Wilson, I. Mark-
ram, R. M. Nicholls, R. A, Furber, 16X, |8 Don in.
Cadet Unit: Capt. W. P. Speirs, Lt. N.NL Robertson, Lt. W. E. Adlard, Lt. J. M.
iven.
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Cadet 2nd/Lxeuts.. K. D. Brown, M. W. Helen, B. G. Wilson.
Cadet N.C.Os.: C.S.M. D. French, Sgt. J. Kerr Sgt. R. M. Nicholls, Sgt. D. J. Donkm.
Sgt. B. J. Adelsky, Sgt. B. Lewxs Sgt. G. Ferendinos, Colour- -Sgt. J. Anderson (Q.M.S

Sgt S. Bouchet (Band).

SCHOOL COMMITTEES, 1953.

(The Headmaster is ex-officio President of all School Committees.)
Badminton: Master in Charge: Mr. D. C. Barbanell.
Basketball: Master in Charge: Mr. W. D. G. Watt; Captain, D. French.
Boxing: Master in Charge: Mr. D. M. Clubb; Captain, F. Pearce.

Cricket: Master in Charge: Mr. F. W. Batchelor; Captain B. G. Wilson; Vice-
Captain, G. Ferendinos.

Dcbating Society: Master in Charge: Mr. N. S. Freeman; Secretary, D. J. Donkin.
Hobbies Club: Master in Charge: Mr. D. L. Garley.
Hockey: Master in Charge: Mr. F. G. Jackson; Captain, B. G. Wilson.

Junior Debating Society: Master in Charge:- Mr. R. P. Cooper; Secretaries, W. Millar,
Herbst, Mackenazie.

Natural History Society: Master in Charge: Mr. D. L. Garley.
Photographic Society: Master in Charge: Mr. L. Archell

Rugby: Masters in Charge: Mr. P. W. Mans and Mr. N. L. Robertson; Captain.
K. D. Brown; Vice-Captain, J. ZXerr.

Scientific Society: Master in Charge: Mr. W. P. Speirs.
Squash: Master in Charge: Mr. F. G. Jackson.

Swimming: Master in Charge: Mr. W. D. G. Watt; Captain, D. French; Water Polo,
G. Christie.

Tennis: Master in Charge: Mr. L. Jones; Captain, J. Xerr.
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JUST LEAVING
SCHOOL

* a

.

to start an interesting career on the

Rhodesia  Railwavs.  You will have the «.ecuut\ of permanent emplov-
ment on  good rates of pay. You will enjoy “the advantages of free

holiday travel. medical fund btenefits and liberal vacation leave on full pav.

Whether vou enter the Railway service as a Junior Clerk or an
apprentice in the Mechanical Workshops, you will be given everv opportunity
and encouragement to improve vourself and qualily for a higher

appointment.

You should address your enquiries to:

THE GENERAL MANAGER, RHODESIA RAILWAYS
P.O. Box 596,
BULAWAYO

*

RHODESIA @
AILWAYS
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ABOUT A BANKING CAREER WITH

BARCLAYS BANK

(DOMINION, COLONIAL
AND OVERSEAS)

¢ Bu.s‘fc Commenciig Salary and Allowances total £32  18s. 4d.
monthly.

_\/m/m/ Bonus has been paid for a number of years.
I{eusonab/u Working Hours.

(‘cl‘z‘m'/n‘y of Tuteresting Emplovinent.

lmug Leave on full salary.

_“IIIIII(?/ Leave of 3 weeks upwards.

‘om' Pension granted without contribution.

* * ° * * * *

\ - . .
;\copc for Rapid Promotion.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF VACANCIES ARE
AVAILABLE AT PRESENT

ok youn Feadmacten forn Jull luformation or apply dinect
Za own wearest Branch
|

- BARCLAYS BANK (DOMINION. COLONIAL AND OVERSEAY) '




Keep a Record of your Sporting

Activities at School

will always he a Treasured Souvenir

|
‘ A PHOTOGRAPH BY PAYNE’S STUDIOS
| *

Action Teams, Groups, Portraits, etc.

PAYNE'S STUDIOS. |
LIMITED ’

‘ Main Street BULAWAYO Telephone 3234 |

We have a large and varied range of

BOOKS and
STATIONERY

LTD. |
- ) 8 '
GIFFORD HOUSE, I

Phone 3229 MAIN STREET, BULAWAYO P.O. Box 249




We are not Scholars! But we are
at the Top of the Class as . . .

BULAWANYO'S LEADING FRUITERERS & GREENGROCERY

Southern Buildings :: 12th Avenue

We Specialize in presentation Baskets
for Hospitals - Gifts, etc.

Remember we are Open Every Sunday Morning !

RING 5655 FOR SERVICE AND DELIVERY

"WESLEY TAYLOR

SIGHT-TESTING AND DISPENSING
OPTICIAN

17a, 8th AVENUE TELEPHONE 2116




for making Banking your career

1 You receive a good salary,
* regularincreasesandapension
on retirement.

You enjoy regular holidays

e with accumulative leave and

financial grants if you wish in due

course to go overseas on leave.

Sympathetic and  generous

¢ consideration during illness

as well as Medical  Aid Fund
henelits.

The Standard Baunk is always

¢ onthe lookout for keen voung

men to fill important positions—

especiaily- in view of the rapid

economic development in South
Africa.

|

Service in the Standard Bank

e of South Africa, Linited,

offers opportunities for promotion,

financial protection and a career

full of interest to voung men an.d
women.

6 Bankine hrings vou iute touch
e with all phases of national
and world affairs.

7 You enjov pleasant husiness
< and social contacts.

8 Appiications considered for
e service in town or countrv,
The Standard Bank has nearly 360
oilices in the Union of South Africa,
the Rhodesias, and Nyasaland.

\We suggest vou discuss the matter with vour parents or with the Maunager
of any of our Branches; or perhaps you would prefer to write to The
Assistant General Manager of the Bank, P.O. Box 373. Salisbury.

The STANDARD BANK
of SOUTH AFRICA LIMITED

( Registered as a Commercial Bank)

ESTABLISHED

1862




| TWO FAMOUS NAMES .

‘ M I L I o N (1608-1674)  England’s chief epic Poet, whose “ Paradise Lost”

is the greatest poem of its kind in the English Language.

RALEIGH INDUSTRIES LTD., NOTTINGHAM, whose RALEIGH Bicycle is the |

greatest name in Cycling. Since 1887 the famous Raleigh “Heron's |
Head” has been recognised throughout the World as the symbol of
supreme quality and as being the identifying Trade Mark of a
Bicycle which is precision built throughout.

A\CK

P.0. Box 306 Phones 5065/6

“THE SCHOOL SPECIALISTS”

YOU CAN BE ASSURED OF THE BEST IN ALL YOUR
SCHOOL CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS

The Correct Colours in the Correct
Quality . . . at the Correct Price

———

" The Fowuse of Fouest Value"

McCULLAGH & BOTHWELL

(BYO.), LIMITED

P.O. Box 376 BULAWAYO Telephene 2635 |
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Athletic Sports 10 Iimpressions of the University of Cape
) Town

Atoms and the Alchemists of Today 23
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Last Man In
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Library Notes
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Here is 1o ancient pile all stained and scarred

By centuries of rain and blasting storin,

Yet in the few short years since thou wast born,

No backward look thy spreading frame has marred.

Forth went thy sons when jealous races warred,

Died at Latema, and "mid Flanders corn.

While Achi Baba grim and battle worn

O’er Milton graves cteinally keeps guard.

Proud were the man whose noble nare you bear

Could he behold the ininates of your walls.

O’er half a continent thy swmmons calls

Fathers to place their sons in Milton's care,

Throughout this land thy cry rings loud and long,
" Oh quit yoursclves like 1ucn. Be strong, be strong!"



MILTON SCHOOL PREFECTS, 1953

DERBY STUDIO

Back roww: B. G. C, Wilson D). C. French  R. M. Nicholls 1. Markram  B. J. Tipler = D. J. Donkin
Seated: J. M. Kerr  ]. D. GG. Anderson  F. G. Jackson, Esq. (Acting Headmaster) K. D. Brown (Head Prefect)
R. A. Furber
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EDITORIAL

The year 1953 has been a memorable one in many ways, not only in the affairs
of the school, but in the wider spheres of Bulawayo, of Rhodesia and of the British
Commonwealth of Nations. It has been a year that will be remembered vividly by both
young people and adults in many parts of the world, for events which may have
far-reaching effects on the future history of civilisation have occurred during the
past twelve months.

From the point of view of British people, at home in Great Britain, and in the
lands of the Empire, perhaps the outstanding event of the year was the Coronation
of Queen Elizabeth II in June. The crowds who saw the procession will treasure
the memory of it for a long time to come; and those thousands of men, wcmen and
children who viewed the ceremony on television or heard the vivid description of it
over the wireless, will not easily forget the feelings of excitement, joy and loyalty
which were aroused on that notable occasion. We in Southern Rhodesia were certainly
moved to unanimous enthusiasm on that day of days.

On another matter, however, intimately concerned with the history of Rhodesia,
opinions were somewhat divided. The question as to whether there should be a
Federation of the two Rhodesias and Nyasaland brought forth conflicting ideas,
which were expréssed in the newspapers, on the streets, in homes, and wherever
there was a gathering of people. Even the youngsters at school took the matter to
heart—a good sign, probably, seeing that the decision on this matter might affect
their future very closely. Finally came the Referendum in Southern Rhodesia, and
Federation was accepted by the majority. Let us sincerely hope that this new step
will prove a blessing, and that the boys and girls in our schools will benefit by it.

) From world affairs and affairs of our own country, we turn to matters of more
local interest—the Rhodes Centenary Exhibition and the Royal Visit. The arrival
of the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret was a great event for Rhodesia, and for
Bulawayo in particular, for the Queen Mother officially opened the Exhibition during
her visit to this city. She and Princess Margaret received a loyal welcome from the
inhabitants, and not least from the thousands of school children who gathered on that
auspicious day to cheer them whole-heartedly. For the children it must have been
a great event in their lives, an event made even more outstanding by the graciousness,
friendliness and dignity of our Royal visitors.

The Exhibition, lasting for three months, was an enormous attraction to
thousands of people; and from the point of view of the scholars of Rhodesia one
which brought knowledge and culture. They could see and hear the Halle Orchestra,
the Covent Garden Opera Company, the Sadlers Wells Ballet, the Sir John
Gielgud Shakespearian Company names which are famous throughout the civilised
countries of the world. The pavillions at the Exhibition were excellently designed,
arranged and presented, and made us realise how varied were the products and
potentialities of that part of the world in which we live. To the teachers in the
schools of Southern Rhodesia, and ofsBulawayo in particular, the Exhibition may
have been somewhat of .a distraction from the routine of school life, and no doubt
caused many scholars to pay less attention to their work than usual; but it must
be taken into account that they probably gained much in the way of culture that
could not usually be provided for them on such a grand scale.

But now the Exhibition is just a happy memory, and Miltonians have returned,
refreshed and invigorated, to the daily round of school life—with some leeway to make
up, in their scholastic studies. They are once more beginning to settle down to the
fact that “life is real, life is earnest’’—at least, we hope they are!
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In the third term of the school year, Milton boys have also enjoyed something
of great interest near at hand—the Milton School Swimming Bath has at last—after
four years of endeavour—been completed and opened. It has admittedly been a long
job, and one apparently beset with innumerable difiiculties and delays; but at least
we have a fine bath on the school premises; and maybe in the not-too-distant future
the dressing-rooms, and the wall surrounding the bath, will be built, and lawns laid
out, making our pool “a thing of beauty” and ‘“a joy forever.”

The man who grumbled. “ Why should I worry about posterity? What has
posterity done for me?” was no doubt a curmudgeonly egoist; but those boys in the
school who have helped, and are helping, in the furtherance .of the completion of the
pool have the satisfaction of knowing that their efforts will be appreicated in the
years to come.

For we must. build for the future—not only in school affairs, but in the affairs
of our city, of our country, of our empire. The sons and daughters being educated
‘in our schools must carry on the best traditions and must try to build a world in
which “ cold wars,” nervous tension, materialism and self-seeking will be things of
the past; a world in which peace, prosperity, goodwill and a practical Christianity
may prevail. A dream, perhaps? Not if we can produce in our schools children who
are sensible, tolerant, good-natured and courageous to face and overcome whatever
difficulties may lie in the years ahead.

GENERAL NOTES

The Headmaster went on leave during the third term of the year. We sincerely
hope that he and Mrs, Downing have a very enjoyable holiday, and return to us feeling
retfreshed and invigorated.

During the Headmaster’s absence the duties of Acting Headmaster were in
the capable hands of Mr. F. G. Jackson.

We wish to offer our sincere congratulations to Mr. N. L. Robertson on his
marriage, and wish him and his wife every happginess in the future.

Our congratulations also go to Mr. B. Thomson on his marriage, and we
wish him and his wife everthing of the best for the future.

In January, Mr. F. W. Batchelor went on leave, returning in July. During his
holiday in England he witnessed the Coronation procession. We welcome him back
among us, and hope that he and his family enjoyed their stay in the Old Country.

In July, Mr. D. M. Clubb went on leave. We trust that he has a pleasant holiday
in Bonnie Scotland.

Miss M. G. Coley the School BRursar, went on leave for four months, and also
went overseas. We wish her an enjoyable vacation, and hope that she will return
with renewed vigour.

During Miss Cnley’s ahsence, the office work was ably carried on by Mrs. B.
M. Clarance and Miss J. van Lingen; to the last named we offer a welcome and hope
that her short stay at Milton was pleasant.

We wish to extend hearty welcome to the following, who joined the Staff during
the past year:—Mr. W. E. Adlard, Mr. J. A. Labuschagne, Mr. W. MacMillan, Mr.
C. W. Pert and Mr. H. G. Smith. We hope that their stay at Milton will be a long and
pleasant one.

We offer our sincere telicitations to Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Englebrecht on the birth
of their third child, a daughter.

Our congratulations also go to Dr. and Mrs. N. Rabie on the birth of their first
child, as son.

At the time of going to press, we havs pleasure in noting that two new
classrooms are in the course of construction. These should help considerably to relieve
congestion when they are completed.

During the second term, the school suffered from a fairly serious outbreak of
German Measles, which affected several classes and caused disorganisation in the
Rughy teams.
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The canine visitors who used to frequent the school premises quite regularly and
cause minor disturbances in schocl discipline hzve now apparently disappeared—for
geod?

We wish to express our thanks to the BEulawayo City Council for the fine
framed picture of “ Alan Wilson’s Last Stand,” which they presented to the school.
The picture has been placed in a conspicucus position in the School Likray.

SPEECH NIGHT

There was a large gathering, comprising parents, relatives, friends, staff and
scholars of Milton €chool, at this important school function, held in the City Hall, on
Friday evening, 17th April.

The programmec for the evening commenced with a selection of songs rendered by
the Milton Choir, which received great applause from the audience.

The speeches on this occasion were inaugurated by Lt.-Col. J. R. Webb, Chairman
of the School Councii, who spoke feelingly about School Councils in general, stating
that their powers were very limited and that they had in fact, no real authority.
His opinion was that School Councils should he given wider powers and more res-
ponsikile functions; or that they should be completely done away with. He went on
to deal with the subject of educational funds, which he said had often to be stretched.
If pupils were compelled to pay for bcoks and stationery, they would take more care
of them and much waste would be reduced.

The Headmaster, Mr. J. H. Downing, during the course of his report on the
activities and progress of the school during the past twelve months, appealed strongly
to parents to put the fuilure of their sons before their own snokbish attitude towards
cducation.

Emphasizing that a boy’s school career was largely dependent on the decision
of the parents, he deplored the fact that the majority of parents desired their sons
to take on acsdemic course at school, whether they were fitted for it or not. He made
a comparison between enducation in Britain and in Southern Rhodesia, and stated
that whereas in this country of ours 759 of the boys were pursuing academic studies,
in Britain only 159 did so. This situation in Rhodesian schools often affected the
boys psychologically, and many of them, attempting to pass the examinations required,
and finding themselves without the necessary intellectual ability, become unsettled and
despondent, and often left the school with no special qualifications for any walk of life.

The Headmaster went on to say that the advice given to parents by the staff and
headmaster when a boy began his high school career was carefully prepared; and if
parents regarded such advice, then boys would find far more happiness and achieve
much better resuits.

“ It is becoming more and more important every day,” he went on, “ in this part
of the world, that boys should be as highly equalified as is humanly possible. A seuare
peg in a round hole is probably more out of place in Central Africa than anywhere
else in the Commonwealth. A man who works with his hands is as important as,
and in many case more important to the community than, a man who follows what
is often called a ‘white collar’ occupation.”

It was of much greater value to train boys through religion and discipline,
through the cultivation of mind and body, towards an ideal of service to those among
whom they lived than to fill their heads with a comparatively superficial knowledge
in a variety of subjects most of which they usually forgot fairly promptly when they
left school and started work.

Referring to the achievements of the school in the scholastic and sporting
spheres, the Headmaster then said that Milton had shared with its chief rival,
Plumtree, the honour of obtaining the two Beit Engineering Scholarships awarded in
the Colony; and the school had firmly upheld its good record in scholastic attainments
and its tradition of fine sportsmanship on the playing fields.
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The number of scholars was steadily increasing; and there were over 50 more
boys on the roll than there had been during the previous year. For these new-comers
there were not sufficient classrooms .available, and the pupils had to make use of
classrooms kindly offered by Townsend School. This was a most unsatisfactory state
of affairs, but he had good reason to believe that it would be only temporary, and that
new classrooms would shortly be erected at Milton to accommodate these scholars.

The Guest Speaker, the Hon. J. M. Greenfield, Q.C., M.P., Minister of Internal
Affairs, who himself had been a Milton boy, gave an interesting speech on the age in
which we were living; and said that this era was just as wonderful, glorious and
exciting as any in the past. He referred to the proposed Federation, and said that
the future promised to be full of possibilites, particularly for those who were still at
school. He urged boys to consider seriously the idea of taking up a political career,
which offered such a variety of interests.

‘“We are on the threshold of a new era,” he said. ‘“ which brings abundant
opportunities for all Miltonians now at school. There is a tremendous future in this
State which is being created, not least in the political field.”

After the speeches, the members of the audience were entertained with the
presentation of a one-act play, “ The Ghost of Jerry Bundler,” by W. W. Jacobs and
Charles Rock. This was well acted and created the required atmosphere of mystery
and suspense.

The evening concluded with refreshments served in the Small City Hall, where
the parents and school staff were able to chat informally on matters of mutual
interest.

EXAMINATION RESULTS—CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL CERTIFICATE, 1952
The following pupils were successful in obtaining the School Certificate, 1952.
The figures in brackets indicate the number of distinctions gained. Matriculation
cxemption is shown by an asterisk. Credits in Oral Language examinations have been
included in the total number of Credits.

NINE CREDITS—#*Brenner, H. J. (1); *McLean, P. J. (5); *Mills, J. M. (3);
*Robson, H. H. C. (9).

EIGHT CREDITS—*Feitelberg, P. (4); *Goldman, L.; *Sandham, J. D. (2);
“*Sutherland, C. (2).

SEVEN CREDITS—*Lowenthal, N. D. (1); *Tipler, B. J.; *Watson, H. F.;
*Whitford, J. H. (2).

SIX CREDITS—*Adelsky, B. J.; * Breare, W. E. (1); Elkington, N. D. R.;
Wilson , B. C. G. (1); *Wotherspoon, J. McD. (2).

FIVE CREDITS—Charsley, K. R.; Furber, R. A. (1); Harward, A. J. N.;
*Reynold, P. R.; #*Turtledove, S. J.

FOUR CREDITS—Knight, G.; Read, F. R. G.; Smith, S. R. P.; Stone, J. R. M.
THREE CREDITS—Bushby, V. A.; Hacker, D. R. H.; Hartley, P. J. (1); Knight, T. A,;
Leon, B. H.; McCay, J. P.; Newton, C. L. I. (1); Pearson, A. (1); Wood, J. L.

TWO CREDITS—Gifford, P. D.; Kilborn, D. J.; Reid, E. C. K.
ONE CREDIT—Port, B.

Supplementary Credits, 1952—

FOUR CREDITS—*Anderson, J. D. G. (1).

THREE CREDITS—*Edgecombe, G. C.; Hyman, H. D.

TWO CREDITS—Benyishai, N. S. (1); Bundock, A. J. (1); Yates, M. G. H. L.;
*Yudelman, R.

ONE CREDIT—*#*Donkin, D. J.; *Helen, M. W.; *HIill, 1.; Katz, L. *Libner, J. L.;
*Montgomery, A. D.; *Oldham, H. G.; *Seddon, C. C.; *Sloman, D. J.; *Sutton, E. R.;
Whyte, V. V.; Wright, J. S. (1).

Higher School Certificate—

Raine, E. (General Paper, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, Afrikaans});
de Burbure, S. (General Paper, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, French); Seddon,
C. C. (General Paper, English, History, Geography).
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Subsidiary Subjects. Highcr School Certificate—

Austin, R. H. (General Paper, Geography, English, History); Blum, P. (General
Paper, Economics, Afrikaans); Stephens, R. C. (General Paper, Geography, History,
Afrikaans); Thompson, A. C. (General Paper, Economics, Afrikaans).

Beit Engineering Scholarship—de Burbure,S.

Beit Bursary—Raine, E.

Barnett Smith Prize—Highest Aggregate: Robinson, H. H. C.

Ralph Moxon Memorial Grant—McCosh, K. I.

A. D. Campbell Memorial Prize—Seddon, C. C.

Rhodes Trustees English Prize—Raine, E. (Group 6); Robson, H. H. C. (Group 5).
School Council Prizes—Empire Geography: Robson, H. H. C. Empire History: Robson,
H. H. C.

R.R.W.U. Prizes—Physics: de Burbure, S. Chemistry: Raine, E.

FESTIVAL OF SONG AND DANCE

The average observer might think that Milton School Choir would be rather
ill at ease at being the only male representatives in an otherwise purely female show.
However, this was certainly not the case, as Milton boys have a lasting reputation for
always being well able to ‘“‘quit themselves like men” even in such adverse circum-
stances.

The festival was first suggested by the Bulawayo City Council as a fitting
culmination to the Centenary Celebrations and they asked Mr. Quirke to organise
thz massed items of the show. Mr. Blezard made an able stage manager.

The co-operators in this project were the Convent, Eveline, and Townsend
schools, who each put forward a choir and dancing troupe. The Milton “dancing
troupe” was not considered up to standard and did not enter, but it has been said
that our choir did us ample justice. Apart from rehearsals and one or two hitches
on the first night, the concert was of an allround high standard.

Individually, Convent sang some Welsh songs and also included Welsh Folk
dances in their repertoire. Eveline did English country dances and songs from the
same country; while Townsend’s lively rendering of Scottish dances and songs was
appreciated by everyone.

Milton, needless to say, brought the house down with a selection of Sea
Chanties in which R. Furber, as soloist, acquitted himself well. The massed items
included the ‘“ New Commonwealth,” ‘ Crystal Spheres,” ‘ The Minstrel Boy "’ and “ The
Girl I Left Behind Me.”

The show was brought an effective ending by a joyful rendering of Mr. Quirke’s
composition “ Rhodesia.”

CHARTER HOUSE NOTES

Staff:—Mr. Cooper, Mr. Blezard, Mrs. Godrich. House Master:—Mr. Avery.
Prefects: Brown, Anderson, Nicholls, Tipler, Bushby.

This has been a successful year for Charter House. We have taken more than
our share in sport and have been well represented in scholastic achievements. We
must congratulate Brown on being appointed Head of School and the following on beng
made School Prefects: Anderson, Nicholls, Tipler, and Watson who left at the end of
the first term. Congratulations also to Bushby for representing Rhodesian Schools
at Rugby.

During the first term a most enjoyable if rather slanderous concert was held,
but the victims entered into the spirit of the thing and no writs for libel were received.
Our thanks go to Pioneer for condescending to assist.

We were unable to have our usual tennis socials with the girls’ schools but we
did manage a game of rugby against Pioneer, the latter managing to scrape home
the winners.

H.R.M.C—V P.C.
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We relinquished Mr. Barbanell to the tender mercies of Mr. Jackson at the
end of the first term. We would like to thank him for services rendered and hope that
he will continue his good work by ‘ Keeping on the Sunny Side of Life.”

We would like to thank Mrs. Avery for her cheerful, sincere, and understanding
manner in the organisation of the Tuck Shop.

The following played in school teams:—

Rugby:—Brown (Captain), Bushby, Tipler, Bouchet, Connor.
Cricket:—Bouchet, Brown.

Hockey:—Brown, Callaghan, Bushby.

Tennis:—Brown.

Basket Ball:—Bushby, Tipler, Brown.

PIONEER HOUSE NOTES

House Master, First two Terms:—Mr. F. G. Jackson, Third Term:— Mr. P. W. Mans.
Assistant House Masters:—Mr. C. P. Kleyn, Mr. D. C. Barbanell.
Matrons:—Miss C. J. Howells, Mr. M. Tilbury.

Prefects:—Head Prefect, J. M. Kerr. Prefects, R. A. Furber, D. French, M. Helen,
M. J. Joyce (left).

) Firstly we would like to welcome Mr. Mans to the hostel as house master
acting in place of Mr. Jackson who is acting Headmaster.

We would also like to congratulate Mr. N. L. Robertson on his marriage to
Miss B. Eddie and wish them both the best of luck in their married life.

At long last we are able to boast of several passes in last year’'s Cambridge.
To the successful, well done, and to the others, better luck next time.

In an inter-house rugby match against a stronger Charter House team we
managed a fairly easy win by 11-3. The game was enjoyed by all.

Under the excellent supervision of Mr. Jackson and Mr. Blezard, the boys of
this house distinguished themselves in the construction of the ncw hockey pitch.
We can say that the vast majority of the work was done by us.

“ Slogger Jeff Bradley got his baseball going with a swing, and arranged
a match with Charter House. The result was never in doubt. )

Congratulations to Ferendinos on obtaining his colours in Hockey, and French
on obtaining his in swimming.

The following have represented the school in various sports:—

Rugby:—Kerr, Lewis, French, Helen.

Cricket:—Kerr, Ferendinos,

Hockey:—Kerr, French, Ferendinos, Lewis.

Tennis:—Kerr, Furber, Babbage.

Swimming:—French, Helen.

HOBBIES CLUB

The Milton School Hobbies Club, held every Monday and Wednesday afternoon
in the General Secondary Science laboratory, has had a very good attendance this
year. In fact there is still a ‘““ waiting-list,” with the names of those boys who have
some chemistry experiments to do, or perhaps they wish to make such things as small
electric motors. Then there are the young carpenters who spend their time constructing
egg-racks, and when more experienced make such things as filing cabinets and model
yachts. During the second term of this year there was a craze for keeping pet
white mice, and the Hobbies Club was invaded by boys wishing to make cages for
their pets. A hobby almost as popular as woodwork, is glass-blowing, and some
very neat glass salt-spoons, egg-blowers and thermometers have been produced this
year.
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Crystal-sets are also very popular and at ‘““ Hobbies” those members wishing
to do so may purchase for a few pence the materials required for the construction of
their sets.

During the past year the school has received 2 number of educational 16 m.m.
films, and some of these have been shown at “ Hobbies ” by certain members who are
familiar with the running of the projector. )

A most useful pastime at the ciub is soldering. Boys have been- repairing
model steam-engines and bicycles and have been making fuel-tanks for model aero-
planes which can only be joined together by soldering.

As the 5th of November approaches, members experiment with gun-powder
and often produced big bangs.

Last, but not least, are sherbet makers who bring their own sugar one afternoon
and take away about twice the amount of sherbet.

In tact the Milton School Hobbies Club catters for anything from a fish
acquarium to a serviette-ring.

NATURALIST SOCIETY

We have had a number of successful meetings during the year.

At our first meeting Mr. Eccles gave a talk—illustrated with live and preserved
specimens—on Rhodesian river fish. Though it did not produce any fisherman’s stories
it gave rise to a lively discuszion.

Several members have rmade a collection of water fleas from Hillside Dams and
now they are busy making permanent microscope slides of these.

A small party visited Dr. Neville Jones’ very interesting succulent garden where
‘a great variety were growing so well. The members were given some specimens to
cncourage them to grow some themselves.

Snakes have proved a great attraction with the numerous kinds that have been
in the laboratory cages. Humley has demonstrated how to handle with safety even
such poisonous ones as Egyption Cobras. A film cn the feeding hakits of snakes was
alson shown.

A film on big game was received with interest though it was rather overwhelming
to some.

We intend to complete an interesting year’s activities with a visit to the
Matopos when the rains have started.

SENICR DEBATING SOCIETY

Naturally the Exhibition interfered with Debating Society meetings this year,
kut the committee had come to the conclusion that the society members wculd most
likely gain more useful experience from a visit to the Theatre Royal (or perhaps
cven the Carrousel or *“ Le Cocorico”) than from passing an hour or so listening to
their school-fellows propounding disconnected but veribose hypotheses on a variety of
unusual subjects.

However, in the first term, on Saturday 7th February, we held a meeting after
the style of the B.B.C. ‘“We beg to differ” programme. There were twenty very
debatable questions varying from such as ** Will the speed of sound ever be exceeded
under water?”, to such as ‘" Should school girls usc cosmetics?” The principal
speakers were Messrs. Adelsky, Montgomery, Thompson and Tipler, and Mr. Freeman
kindly took the chair. Some of the proposals were, to say the least, rather startling
and there was a heated argument in which everyvone (excluding the chairman and
secretary) took part, over the question whether or not co-education was desirable.
Much excitement also ensued when the question ‘“ Will the missing link ever be found ?”
was put to Mr. Thompson, who, as a reply, looked mecaningly round the audience and,
on Mr. Montgomery’s memorable interjection “No comment,” Mr. Bushby (a most
determined-looking member of the audience) leapt up from his seat and began to
remove his blazer, under the impression that Mr. Thompson had been regarding him
too intently for politeness. Only aiter ten minutes of cxplanation from the platform

J.MLR.

D.L.G.
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had finally pacified him, did he permit the continuation of the debate. The decision
that the energy used on Cadet parades could e put to better use, received unanimous
support, but when the question was extended to ‘“what use should be made of that
energy ?”, a more heterogeneous mass of replies would be hard to imagine. To pass
briefly through the rest of the evening by picking out the more outstanding decisions,
the following results were noticeable: prefects are necessary as they help to share
responsibility with the teachers; boys and girls should not continue their education
after School Certificate if they are able to get a job at once; the speed of sound will
not be exceeded under water within the next fifty years; there might be great
potentialities under the Antarctic ice-sheet such as coal, gold or uranium; pets should
not be kept at school unless the owners provided special facilities for their control.
The last two questions were rather closely contested and had the following results,
firstly that schoolgirls should use cosmetics (out of school) in the ratio of 16 votes to
15 and secondly that schoolboy and schoolgirl romances should not ke encouraged
but neither should they be discouraged.

There were no debates during the second term but the third term was
ushered in by a lively debate on Saturday, 19th September. There were two subjects
on this evening, the first being that ‘“ The Theatre Royal chzuld be kept in Bulawayo.”
This motion was proposed by Messrs. Whiford and Bushby, and opposed by Messrs.
Montgomery and Breare (Willie). The proposer gave a very sound case and Mr.
Whitford went off into an ecstatic, rapturous soliloquy, at the thought of a return visit
of such world famous . . . shall we say, attractions as the John Davis dancers
and Lynda Gloria and even such minor celebrities as Sir John Barbirolli, Sir John
Gielgud, and the Sadlers Wells Ballet and the Covent Gorden Opecra.

He was taken to task on the financial aspect by the leading opposer, Mr.
Montgomery, who quoted (from reams of paper) hosts of seemingly astronomical
figures which, he alleged in a very convincing tirade, combined with the sieve-like
roof-structure of “ that over-developed Kaytor hut,” to prove that the keeping of the
Theatre Royal would not be a good financial proposition and that he personally did
not relish the prospect of sitting through a show during the rains, with a torrent of
water running down his neck.

Mr. Bushby seconded the proposition by telling Mr. Montgomery that if he was
not man enough to endure a little water down his neck (here a rather uncomplimentary
allusion to the frequency of his baths), for the sake of a good show (i.e. Lynda
Gloria), then he need not go at all, and anyway, what were raincoats made for? He
also pointed out that Mr. Montgomery’'s figures were not as high as they sounded
to the average poorly-paid schoolboy,. as the Municipality always talked in terms of
thousands of pounds anyway and not in sixpences like the aforesaid schoolboy. He
sat down amidst general clapping which seemed to orginate in a corner where three
prefects (Messrs. Nicholls, Tipler and Brown) were seated.

Mr. Breare seconded the opposition by saying that great stars and actors
would not always be attracted to a place like ‘‘that corrugated eyesore’ and that
Lynda Gloria would most certainly, with her frail constitution (derisive cheers)
decline to come to any theatre that was not waterproof. He also said that it was
a well known fact that the ochestra pit was always filling up with water and it
would certainly not please a great conductor to see the btassoon spouting water, or
to hear the “plop, plop” of the water-logged kettle-drums and to see a double-bass
bheing used as an improvised canoe setting off on a trip to retrieve the music scores
which were floating downstream. He sat down in a startled silence and the subsequent
voting showed that the proposition had won on a voting ratio of 3 : 1.

The second subject brought up that evening was that ‘“ Bulawayo should be
the territorial capital of Southern Rhodesia.” 1In this debate the proposers and
opposition were interchanged and in the opposing speech Mr. Whitford put forward the
arguments that Bulawayo was not central enough and that Gwelo had all Bulawayo's
facilities and was infinitely better suited to fill the position.

Mr. Montgomery replied in a very convincing speech that Bulawayo had all the
facilities of Gwelo and also the Ixhihition site would be suitable for the government
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buildings and that Mr. Whitford’s argument that the new Bannockburn railway-line
would cut Bulawayc off the main through-rail-traffic was all the more reason for
having the capital in Bulawayo to prevent it from becomming a * ghost city.”

Mr. Breare, the third speaker, substantiated the proposer’s views and said that
though Gwelo might suffer from the loss of Thornhill R.A.F., Bulawayo would also
suffer from the loss of Heany R.A.F.

Mr. Bushby was delighted to have the last word and in his speech suggested
that Salisbury should be territorial as well as federal capital and if this was impossible
Sinoia was the best possible alternative.

When the debate was put to the house Mr. Ladbrook was outstanding in the
vehement way he heaped derision on the proposition and suggested that a railway-line
be made between Selukwe and Odzi. It was not recorded which of these two settle-
ments he wished to be the territorial capital but anyhow the voting went in favour
of the proposition in the same voting ratio of 3 : 1.

After this the whole house adjourned to the dining-room were Mrs. Adam very
kindly had left some hot cocoa waiting for us. In the dining-hall all the debates
were re-argued and by twos and threes the meeting broke up, still arguing. When
only about ten were left Tipler suggested to the erstwhile chairman, Mr. Freeman that
we should arrange a ‘ General Election’ with Townsend School. and Breare (for
reasons best not mentioned here) suggested the Eveline School should be also brought
in. There has been no decision yet but both proposers are bringing pressure to bear
on their various contacts and we are looking forward to this election in the near
future.

Towards the end of the year at the time of the Milton-Plumtree cricket match
it has also been suggested that a Milton-Plumtree debate be held. That is certainly
a good idea, for if it is successful the field of debating might also be brought into
the traditional annual Milton-Plumtree rivalry.

JUNIOR DEBATING SOCIETY

During the past year, support for the Milton School Junior Debating Society
has come chiefly from the boarders, with Pioneer House well to the front.

Day scholars are urged to give the Society their support, as oppidan attendance
is still limited to the faithful few, who are now in their final year of membership.

The Townsend-Milton Debate was held at Townsend School last year, and
proved a successful function. The occasion was noteworthy for the fact that I.
Abramov made two principal speeches owing to the fact that his better half failed to
materialize. A second point of interest was that a member of the Townsend Debating
Society took the chair. The majority of the Milton guests aired their views when the
motion was thrown open to discussion by the floor, and in this they are to be com-
mended. It is hoped that some of our present strong silent types will give active
verbal support to the next inter-school debate.

With the many distractions of 1953, particularly during the second term, it was
difficult to arrange convenient evenings for debating fixtures. The Thursday meetings
held during the break were temporarily discontinued and consequently there was less
continuity than usual in the Society’s programme.

Early in the year it was decided to elect a new secretary for each term. This
position was filled by D. Ladbrook in the first term, followed by A. Herbst in the
second term.

A Hat Debate once again proved very popular, most of the members present

taking active part.
SCHOOL LIBRARY NOTES

Apart from ill-timed visits frecm the doctor and dentist, who have left such
paraphernatia as spittoons, and tooth-drills in their wake, we have had a good year with
the library. Over one hundred new books have been purchased of which the following
are outstanding: Volumes of the Poems of Bridges, Brooke, Chaucer, Coleridge, Milton,
Pope, Scott and Wordsworth; several useful reference books on Shakespeare; fifteen

D.J.D.
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history books, mainly connected with the nineteenth century; The Outline of Literature,
The Outline of Art; the complete new Chamber’s Encyclopaedia; seven much-needed
geography books; five ‘ Batsford” books on English Castles, Cathedrals, Legends,
Folk Heroes and Townsmen; three of the series, Prefaces to Shakespeare by Harley
Granville-Baker; The Miltonic Setting by Tillyard; Fowler’s Dictionary of Modern
English Usage, and to crown them all, The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear.

We have also had the following presentations from John Cooper: Outlaws of the
Air, The Red Chipmunk Mystery, Captains of Dukes, The School Team in Camp, Master
of the World, Phantom Patrol, The Secret of the Abbey, Robin Hood, Oliver Twist, Mr.
Lucton’s Freedom, The Thirty-nine Steps, The Charity that began at Home, and
Readable School Chemisty.

From Edgar Raine: The Dove in the Eagles Nest, Brothers of the Fleet, The
Wolf-cub Annual, William, Greenmantle, Jim Maitland, The Life and Adventures of
O’Callaghan, Paris at Bay, The Wreck of the Grosvenor, Glorious Apollo, Tanks, The
Story of J.M.B., Iron and Steel Today, The Boy’s Companion, A Fight to the Finish,
Storm, and Popular Science Recreations.

From John Whitford: Galleon’s Doom Deep, Huckleberry Finn, The Heroes,
A Voyage Round the World, Sergeant Bigglesworth, C.I.D., Biggles Takes a Holiday,
Biggles Hunts Big Game, A Romany and Rag, The Last of the Mohicans, and
Treasure Island.

There has been quite a good response to our reequests that all books should
be returned at the end of each term and Forms V P.C. and VI may be congratulated on
the way they brought back, after a little persuasion, all the books they had borrowed
during the term, surely an all time record. Thanks are due especially to Beare,
Whitford, Robson, McLean, Adelsky and Montgomery for giving up so many of
their breaks in library issue duty.

We also extend the uswval annual exhortation, to school-leavers particularly, that
when they find that their homes are cluttered up with too many books they might
make some presentations to the library.

This year we have started a small magazine section and are receiving at
intervals such magazines as ‘“ New Discovery,” ‘ Science News,” and ‘“ New
Biology,” which are used in the Science Labs, and ‘“The Navy,” “The Sea Cadet”
and ‘“ History Today.”

The centenary gift of a framed print of Alan Wilson's Last Stand, presented to
the school by the Bulawayo City Coucil, has teen placed in a suitable position in the

Libary.
Y MILTON DANCE BAND, 1953

It is with great pleasure that we are able to bring yet another year of the
Dance Band’s existence to a close on a successful note. This is the fourth year
since the band was first formed and has probably been the best in that we have this
year undoubtedly produced the best combination of our short carcer. Apart from
the accordionist and leader, (R. Furber), and the violinist (J. Anderson) who are
original members with much experience, we are fortunate in having a very fine
pianist in Mr. Eccles, and a very able drummer in J. Kerr.

The band has played at a number of notable engagements, all of which have
been rousing successes, including: two church socials, the Annual Navy League
Dance, and the Annual Gwanda Tennis Dance. The last engagement, which was held
over the Easter week-end, was certainly the most successful and enjoyable dance for
“the band this year. In the final term, the band will be playing at two important dances,
viz. the Convent School Dance, and the Annual Fairbridge College Ball. We are
confident that they will prove to be successful.

It is with regret that we are to lose J. Anderson and J. Kerr at the end of the
year, and we wish them every success for the future, and thank them for their fine
performances in the combination. Although we shall proably be without a violinist
next year, we hope that we shall be able to continue to function, and by so doing, help
to maintain the prestige of the school.

r. FURBER.
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MILTON SCHOOL SWIMMING BATH

The opening of the School Swimming Bath during the third term of the year
brought to mind Wordsworth’s lines in ‘ Tintern Abbey ’ :—

‘““Five years have past; five summers with the length
Of five long winters! and again I hear

These waters, rolling from their mountain springs
With a soft inland murmur.”

But in the case of our bath, it is four ycars, not five, since it was commenced—
four years of endeavour and struggle against many obstacles and difficulties. But
at last the bath is really in existence; and although there are many things still to be
done, such as dressing-rooms to be built, lawns and terraces to be laid out, and a
surrounding wall to be erected, nevertheless the bath itself has already been used with
evident enjoyment by the boys of the school. And not by the boys only for two of the
nearby girls’ schools, Townsend and St. Peters, have been using the bath during
specially allocated periods for swimming lessons.

The bath itself is quite spacious, being 25 yards by 25 metres, with 13 lanes
marked off in red and black tiles, and is designed to conform to international standards.
It has a capacity of 256,000 gallons, and the water is filtered thoroughly every ten
hours.

The diving stage, made of tubular steel, has three levels with one metre,
two metre and three metre boards. The pool ranges in depth from three feet six
inches at the shallow end to eleven feet at the deep end.

At present the pool is surrounded by a fence and hessian, but eventually there
will be a suitable wall and three teraces, and changing rooms containing fifty
cubicles.

When all these have been completed, the total cost will be £17,500—part of
which was paid by the School Fete held in 1948, and by a grant from the State
Lotteries. It sounds a lot of money, but in a country such as Rhodesia, a swimming
pool on school premises is more of a necessity than a luxury, partly btecause of the
hot weather which we experience and partly because of the great distances to the
nearest seaside resorts. A dip or a swim in the pool should refresh the pupils during
the summer season particularly, and it is certainly the next best thing to a bathe in

the sea.
CADET NOTES, 1953

The cancellation of Cadet Camp last year was somewhat compensated for
by the outstanding success of the Annual Inspection held in November. This comprised
three main parts over and above the Inspection and March Past. These were, a
demonstration by a platoon of Arms and Foot Drill, a very realistic Mock Battle
showing the elements of a platoon in attack, and Guard Mounting. The latter
revealed a very high standard of efficiency.

A very pleasing feature of the year’s training was the number of boys who
entered for the Cert. A. examinations and the fact that there was a one hundred
per cent success. The following Cadets passed Part One:—

Adelsky, B.; Donkin, D. J.; Harward, A. J.; Helen, M. W.; Johns, W.; Lewis, B.;
Mills, J.; Robertson, J,; Schur, S.

The following passed Part Two:—

Bundock, A. (Both Parts); Mitchley, C. S.; McCosh, K.; Seddon, C. C.

1953 started off on a most unfortunate note—the Unit being informed that
owing to economy restrictions there would be no Cadet Camp. This, of course, meant
that the Milton Unit had missed their second successive year. However, the training
has continued as per programme and has been given the stimulus of an Inter-School
Bisley competition to be held at Woolendale on October 25th, and the Annual Inspection
to be held on October 29th.

Lieut. Speirs has been promoted to the rank of Captain on return from his
overseas leave and is now O.C. of the Unit, while Lieuts. Adlard and Niven have
joined the Unit during the course of the year.
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ON THE CONTENTS OF MY POCKET

Gentlemen, turn out your pockets! Yes, all of them. When you have done
this, I prophesy that the size of the pile will surprise you.

Recently, I turned out my own pockets and the heap of miscellaneous para-
phernalia that emerged surprised me. My blazer produced a large piece of string
which adhered to it. Two pencil stubs came into the light; they were accompanied
which adhered to it. Two pencil stubs came into the light, they were accempanied
by an East African shilling and a Swiss centime, thus revealing an unsuspected source
of foreign currency. Six assorted pieces of paper floated out, most of them defaulters’
lists. They are recognisable as such by the familiar names theron:—Courtney,
Wittstock, Lumley, Charman, etc.

I noticed with surprise that Tipler's name did not appear, but I believe he’s
reformed since his promotion to L/Cpl. One piece of paper bore three addresses,
two of which I recognised and one I did not. Whom do I know in Port Shepstone?
Perhaps I ought to write and find out. After all the paper had been removed, the only
things my pocket yielded were four tintacks, two pieces of cardboard, a bit of india-
rubber, a magnet, and a broken fountain pen.

My raincoat was more rewarding. I unearthed three letters, one of them dated
1949. I must definitely answer that one soon. Two pages of paper dated 1950 and
covered with the words: I must not whistle on the verandah during Scripture ” were
passed over without comment. Of historical interest only was an expired B.A.C.
membership card. A few cinema ticket stubs were discovered, but they were easier to
identify than a scrap of paper with the initials “R.A.H.L. B.243110—2J: T.B. by 4.”
For the life of me I cannot imagine what that means. Call in Paul Temple and P.C. 49.
They may be akle to elucidate the problem. The next article for inspection presents
no difficulty at all. It is an ordinary Coca-Cola bottle top. What is in this pocket
now? Very disappointing. Only a paper clip and a postage stamp from Peru.
Oh no! There is something else. A card with the inscription: * Dentist: 23rd at
3.00 p.m.” The twenty-third! Last Thursday! Too bad of me to disappoint the
dentist. He was probably much more disappointed than I am.

Summing it up provides a useful Geography lesson. The rubber might have
come from Malaya or Indonesia, or the Congo, perhaps, or South America. “Rubber”
says the encyclopaedia, “or CH, : CH.C(CH;) : CH,.” Ah yes of course; that would
be the popular term for it. Of course it may be synthetic rubber. “ A few of the
chief units are: chloroprene, which polymerizes to neoprene: isobutylene, which
polymerizes to butyl; butadiene and styrene polymerizing to G.R.-S; acrylonitrite
polymerizing with butadiene to perbunan or GR-A.” Good heavens! It had just
slipped my mind for the moment.

Those pencils, now. They tell me the best pencils are made from cedar wood.
What does the encyclopaedia say about cedar? Ah yes! ‘‘ Cedrus Pinaceae. Stately
coniferous trees with evergreen needle leaves clustered in whorls on short spur shoots
and large barrel-shaped cones which ultimately break up. Introduced to Britain 1670.”
Well, well, I shall henceforth look at my pencil-stubs with greatly increased respect.
Now let us turn to the broken fountain pen. Here our invaluable work of reference
is very helpful. Speaking of plastics it wisely remarks:—‘ They are frequently
referred to as glyptals or glyceride resins, since they are prepared by the reaction
of polyhydric alcohols, such as glycerol, glycol and mannitol, with polybasic acids
such as phthalate, citric, maleic, iactonic, etc.”” (Please note “etc.”)

Never will T turn out my pockets again. I have been carrying around some
glycerol phthalate resin. In this hot weather too! Who knows what might have
happened! It might have reacted with my hip flask and methyl methacrylate would
be prepared from acetone via acetone cyashydrin, and who knows, I would have been
polymerized into tetra-fluoro ethylene with a density of 2.2 gm./ml. and the ability to
withstand boiling caustic soda. And that would have ‘ foxed” them!

ADM.—VI
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FROM COAST TO PLATEAU

Jackie and his mother and father sailed into Lobito Bay on a bright sunny
morning. As the ship did not dock until the following day they went ashore in a
motor-launch. How pleasant it was to have both feet on dry land once more. They
took a taxi to the Hotel Terminus: a very “ up-to-date ” hotel on the seafront.

By Tuesday noon all their baggage had passed through customs and at four p.m.
they set off for the interior in their new Chevrolet sedan, which was so heavily laden
that it nearly scraped the ground. They drove around the glittering bay, across the
salt flats, and then began to climb. As they ascended, the road became gradually
poorer and narrower but the view became more and more majestic. At about five
hundred feet Mr. Brown stopped the car and the family took one last look at Lobito—
Lobito with her beautiful natural harbour; Lobito with her fleets of fishing vessels;
Lobito with her colourfully painted buildings; Lobito with the breakers thundering
along the full length of her sand spit. As the car again drove silently along, the
whole family was quiet until Lobito was forgotten in the new beauty which was
afforded by every bend in the road. Giant outcrops of granite rock, the typical
Central African trees, and the rapidly disappearing ocean all combined to make an
unforgettable picture.

Now the sun, a flaming blood red ball, sank gradually over the mountain tops
and the shadows lengthend. One last beam of sunlight glanced off the windshield and
then all was dark and quiet. The trees and rocks looked like solid walls rising on
either side of the road. The crickets and night insects began to chirp and hum. A
leopard stalked across the road in the car lights. The baboons barked from hill-top
to hill-top. It would have been a nightmare to a foot-traveller and Jackie’s lips
trembled a little, even in the safety of the car. However, the rabbits dancing in the
car lights reassured him somewhat.

At ten p.m. they reached Bucoyo, a small “vila” consisting of a few native
stores and a mediocre hotel. The hotel proprietor dished up bowls of steaming hot
cal de verde (a most delicious potato and cabbage soup). Then came the rice and
fish course, cooked as only the Portuguese can cook it. French fried potatoes
and steak soaked in garlic followed. The meal was topped off with fruit and strong
black coffee. Although the beds were hard, they were devoid of bed-bugs and the
Browns slept well. They awoke early in the morning to find themselves perched
on a mountain side, breathing crystal clear air, and enjoying the view offered by
rows and rows of hills extending in hazy blues and purples to the horizon.

Having had a quick breakfast they left Bucoyo in the refreshing cool of the
morning. After an hour’s stiff climbing they came upon a small plateau of a semi-
desert nature, The stunted thorn scrub and powdery white dust presented a bleak
scene. Dust sifted in through every possible crack and driving became really un-
pleasant. Then came the ‘last straw ” in the form of another car roaring along the
road kicking up a cloud of dust for several hundred yards behind it. The Browns’
closed all the car windows and stopped. The other vehicle roared past and for several
minutes it was almost impossible to breathe. The dust gradually cleared and they
continued on their journey. By noon they had crossed the desert. A little lunch in
the shade of a large baobab tree refreshed the whole family.

Now came the toughest climb of the whole journey. The *“ Pundu” escarpment
lay ahead. It was necessary to climb two thousand five hundred feet in ten miles.
Mr. Brown raced the engine and the car began the strenuous climb. The loose stones on
the road-surface prevented good traction and the ‘“hairpin” bends were enough to
scare the best of Alpine drivers. On the one side of the road a cliff rose perpendicularly
for about five hundred feet and on the other side was a sheer drop of about five hundred
feet. He shifted into second gear and ground up the mountainside, swinging the car
around the bends at a rate which made Jackie’s mother cover her eyes. After ten
minutes of heavy driving he found that the water in the radiator was beginning to
boil. Mr. Brown stopped the car and Jackie put a stone behind the wheel. His father
drain the radiator and refilled it with water which he had brought for the purpose.
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No sooner had the car begun to grind up the hill-side once more when a car horn
tooted. Mr. Brown tooted his in reply and pulled into the side of the road. A five
ton truck rolled around the corner and passed them in comparative safety. The
Chevrolet resumed its laborious ascent and the whole family sighed with relief when
they reached the top of the escarpment and saw gently undulating land before them
once more.

They now drove through wood-land which had an almost park-like appearance.
The trees overhung the road and their trunks slid past . Swarms of monkeys chattered
in the tree-tops. The rutted road stretched on ahead like a twisting red snake. The
heat waves shimmered off the tree tops and Jackie and his mother dozed.

After another hour’s driving they began to descend into a small river valley.
The opposite bank of the valley had been kurned some time previously and the
small tree-sprouts now covered the slope and formed a most exquisite carpet. Patches
of reds, oranges, yellows, greens, and purples blended in a manner most pleasing to
the eye.

Finally, just at sunset, Mr. Brown drove the dusty car into their home town of
Bela Vista. After all, home, wherever it may be, is the best place in the world.

D.W.S,, IITA

MAU MAU

The shadows grew long as the sun turned to gold and the peace of evening
flowed over the soft green hills and rolling farmlands. Young Peter, however, did
not heed the creation of nature’s poetry and was conscious only of his mother’s voice
telling him it was time for his bath. Strangely, unlike most little boys, he did not
object, and demand to be allowed to play for a “little longer.” There was something
in the atmosphere that he could not understand, and as he was certain it frightened his
parents, he too was afraid. Therefore he did not object to his mother’s bidding. All
he desired was not to bother her in her distress, and, rightly or wrongly, he decided
upon a policy of absolute obedience.

The serious operation of bathing over, he came with unwonted gravity to meet
his father, who had just come in. When he saw the smile, that had been missing for
the past week, on his father’s face something inside of him snapped. He suddenly
felt safe. Joy flowed through him and in uncontrolied ecstasy he hurled himself at
his father. He was thrilled by the strong welcoming grasp and enjoyed the rough
rasping of his father’s whiskers on his cheek. He had the feeling that, whatever the
danger had been, it was now over. To complcte his happiness, he saw his mother
smile, when, in answer to her question, his father replied that the Mau Mau had quit
the district. Peter did not know who or what the Mau Mau were but he was sure that
they must be nasty things to cause his parents such anxiety.

Supper was an enjoyable meal that evening, even if the presence of the guns at
the talkle tended to remind Peter of the weck of fear. After dinner he was delighted
by the fairy story his mother read him as he lay with Macbeth, the retriever, on the
thick carpet. After the prince had married the princess and lived happily ever after,
he went with little protest to bed, and was soon asleep.

He was not aware of what woke him. but with that occult sensitivity that only
children seem to have, he knew that something was wrong and was frightened. Then
he heard Macbeth howl. It was actually more of a growl, but what was unnerving
was the fact that it just ended, incomplete. Then a deathly silence reigned. Peter
was in a cold sweat. His little pyjamas were soaked and he lay staring with be-
wildered terror at the door. The questions, should he call mummy ? and was anything
really wrong? flooded in childish confusion through his krain.

The seconds went by like hours, and just as his senses began sinking into that
helpless stupor that comes after one has woken from a nightmare and is returning to
sleep, suddenly he heard a scuffiing at the dimly seen decor. He heard his father
speaking gruffiy, and heard his mother begin to scream, but both sounds from the
other side of the door ended with the dull chunking sound that a chopper makes when



The Milionian. 17

falling on meat. Peter was seized by a nameless fear, for what was on the other
side of the door he knew not. How could he know that the native “ pangas” had
reduced his beloved parents to slashed and bleeding carcasses. He was conscious
only of a dread, so powerful that it contracted his heart and made its beating painful.
His little hands tore into the pillow and as the door opened and a huge, black form
outlined by light came slowly, silently and ominously through, he wanted to scream.
But fear caught his throat muscles, turning them into hard knots which threatened to
suffocate him and no sound came. The arteries on his f