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government school in the rooms as the site could i 5 Went on risis o and academic stuniards re
country; Eveline claims pride commodate had been built HNE.

of place, having been open-
ed by Sir William Milton's
wife, Lady Eveline, belore
the large official party cros
seil  Selbourne Avenue 1o
what iy now Milton Junior
Schonl In Borrow Street for
Sir William w  perform a
simildr ceremaony there.

Aithough iy 28, 190, is
regarded as the beglnning of
Milten, and 1t is that anni-
VErsary that this sunpplement
celebrates;, the wschool had
actually bepun a dezen vears
carlier with the co-educatio-
nal school opened by the
Anghican Church in Bulowa-
Yo m o January TRGE,

It was known as 51 John's
School and the first school-
reum was the church itself,
now the chapel of 5t Gab
riel's Home, Although num-
bers grew rapidly from an
initial enrolment of SEVET,
tha school was always short
of adequate space and faci-
lities and, by the beginning
of 1908, it wus aleo heavily
in deht.

RESOLUTION

In March of that year K. A,
Fletcher (Tather of Sir Par.
rick) moved In the Asgemibily
that: “Governmoen! lonk into
the: possibility of eftablishing
A nongenominations] #le
mentary school jn Bulawayo
immediately.” The resalution
Wiis approved and Sir Wil
am  Milten, the Britsh
Soauth Africa Compunys ad-
minkstrator, gave it his ful)
backing with the resylt that
the compiny gave permissiog
for separate bove' and girls
wchools 1o be built in Byls-
Wiya, and the government
offered to pay off St John's
debts in return for its cle
fure and the transfer of its
two hundred pupils 1o flie
new schonls,

Thus it was that what was
lo have beon known ax

already and so the tecision
wis taken to establish a pew
Upper School an the dutskirts
of town, on the corner of
Selbourne Avenue and Town
send Ropd The foundatlon
way laid with all due eere.
mony an August 5, 1926, by
the Earl of Athlane, King
George Vs hrut'mir-in-l:w.'.
and M move TRy reAn
place a_ little over &  veg)
later, bullding operations
having béen somewhat ham.
pered by an  excoptionally
Wt ruiny season.

the new school must have
looked little  invong ruous:
It had ween javishly e ow-
ed — 1ae origingl exlimated
COSl Jwas 54 553, but thot
was betore o large Heit Me
moria’ Hall was added o the
plans — and comprised, be
side the hall, 13 classrooms,
woodwork shop, offices, din.
ing Maul and two hostels: the
two hail- in particular wers
MUt or & large seale and
the howlels oo weys Impog:
ing — bu* in those days the
area was largely bush  and
SOMEDRE write a1 the Limme
that “beyond Milton |s mijes
and miles of ——r whilst
ths Secrelary for Education
WS rumbured to Mnow of
i #Chonl merely, by hiEr-
AW,

Certainiy smsll game could
be foune (End oy slclisinn
shoty In the boih tn the
the ROutn of Piotiier Higyse
dnd,  with  alule eflective
drainage theye Were  times
Wii".!n th Aller in the T
develope Tund Wwis  Knees
= LT T T i'liﬂ']ﬂ fo
ferry hungiy boardies from
0 the dining hall

alnun, i least one  ooog.
HIOR, @ sl »nir Was
pros s nto BIVICE 0%
sultanle - qount for e lerpen.
dar. “pune Jncksan,
buring the 19505 Milion
BEw in many ways:  New
buniding. appearsd,  most
notally  the jg 2ymni-
Slm and more classrg

The outhreak of wiur in
1839 hampered the soliogl's
devilgpment in many ways
and, by the end of i, Mo
than 900 OMs= were serving
Wilh the forces ang 119 had
Siven their Lives. Once pegee

d heen restored, Milta, .
Etowth continued, reflecting
the post-war expansion of

the whole country and in
10901 numbers g !
from 450 to ayver 600, far out.

Stripping the svailuble spaee
ang precipitaling a “housiny
erisis™; ‘marquees were eion
ted a5 temporary  elwes
rooms, an OM bullder. Lo
Playford (the first by 1o
enrel back In 1910) put up
WO new classrooms  in
twelve days (they're still in
use) and Speech Night was
compelled to adjourn ta the
Larnge City Hall, The boom
that followed (he estublish.
menl of the federation pusl.
od the numbers sver -
wards — from 644 ‘in 1954
Lo 810 in 1959, making Mil.

ton the larpest scheol In the
federation.

JUBILEE

The IuHu'-l.'mu Yeur- Wwit-
nes=ed the Golden Jubilee
and it was marked, among
ulh{:rl Ways, by idn mménse
pulding programme;  Tlie
SPRCINUS Sixin Form Centre,
containing gy lbaratorjes,
speelist and ordinary cluss-
FHNIE, comimoy rooms  and
library coentred an an urn-
amental ysrdeg wigh & foun:
taln was cumpleted by 18451
H‘:tﬂfﬂl Hall had already
FECEIVED @ massive |
and w lighyng pux -ﬁnﬁﬂﬂf:
MOM  upao-gngg equipment
uy I & new block con.
talning PHLSs Foomy (0r & com:
MECe dopnrtmeny and stuir-
mﬂh“ﬂnnmmm; lup;’ there

: adiminigiration
block; the '
el foundations of gy

E B de Heer, headimaster
1O10-1925

0 SLaif) but also by for the
hest-equipped schoal in the
Rhodesias and Nvazgaland,

The year after 1963 witnes:
sed a steady retrest from
such grandeur; for the first
time in s history, Miiton
actually faced a declining
enirplment and the years lend-
ing 1o the Digmond Jubllee
were a  poeriod of consol-
idation  with a particular
econgentrution on  what s,
after all. a school’s primary
urpose:  Academic  exeel
(L] g [4d 8

The seventies, o, were &
period  of retrenchment (n
sime  respects,  although
they were not Iscking in
dchievement, academic,
spavtng dnd cultural: Mil-
tun, for exumple, dominated
the Lions' Public Speaking
Competition, winning  five
HmeE N nine years, and
never more memorably than
when  Anthony  Hall  said:
“"You are as old an YT
doubts, os young as your
faith; as ol ug your fears, as
Young as your self-confid-
mm;-_rnu ur¢ as old as your
fdegpalr. but ps enduringiy
voung as your hope,"* .
There was a fine run of
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mained hipgh — sjw Murray
MeDougall and, thres Rilodex
scholurships 8 » fair re
card for one decade — il
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cducation tor which  thege
had besn procious g pre
paratidip wi® Wik 1o P e
In fach, o wus'a) il that
pasied almost unnoticed wnd
what at e tine s ST TTTETY
“Hrprising s perhops eusily
explind in relrospect: I
respechive of race, caolour or
creed, members of Milton
nave gladly accopted what u
preat school has to offe; and
have taken a tsnscious pride
in itz long Araditions and
proud heritage,

EXPANSION

In the pust five years the
sthool his faced the okt
raptd expansion in numbers
ever in ity history: From a
low of not much over 800
in 1979 it has grown to 1 150
— poised. in fact, to attain
Its highest enrolment in the
Very nedr future. In mid-
FOES, when Zimbabwe has
Just turned five and Milton
I5 abour to turn sev
five, the schiol can still with
pride claim the title bostow-
ed upon It some 60 years
ago at the laying of the
foundation stone — “ihe
leading boys' school”,

It would be a Mld“ﬂll
vho. would ‘Wwhere
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