" BEAT PROBLEMS TO
KEEP STANDARDS HIGH

300 of S boys or
many o el

THERE is a gap in the records of Milton Junior
School from 1928, when the senior bovs moved
to their new premises, to December 21 , 1955. On

that might a fire broke out which
destroyed the headmaster's and

completely
secretary’s offices,

In the disaster, besides many
precipus papers, the very core
of the school, the library, was

utted. It had contained
undreds of books, a piano,
gll the pames and athletics
trophies, and several inter-
school trophies which had
been won during the vear.

A cloakroom, too, was burnt
out and the flames spread
through the roofs of three ad-

joining classrooms and the
cralt room.

Amid the chaos of smoking,
sodden debris, daviight re-

vealed one reassuringly re-
anjﬁlab]e object. It was &
half-pint bottle of milk which
the delivery boy, after a won-
dering glance around, set as
usual on the ash-strewn thres-

hold of the ruined offices!

The distress the fire caused
to the staffl — especially to
the School Superintendent, Mr.
C. S. Lineham, whom no one
thought of awakening although
he lived in the hostel only 300
yards away — was Soon tem-
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Milron Junior School contri

Pered by the outburst of affec-

tion for the school evoked b
the news. Y Y
Offers of help and cash

started coming in the next day.

The Public Works Depart-
ment gave the restoration job
lop priority. While this was
going on, the prep-room at the
hostel, a Scout hall and the
hall of the Hellenic Community
were used as temporary class-
rooOms

The first Headmaster of the
Junior School, Mr. Duncan
MacDonald, was succeeded in
1932 by Mr. C. J. Edpecombe,
who was promoted Inspector
of Schools in 1946. Mr. A. Page
then took over, and was head-
master for the next 14 years,

After Mr. Page retired in
1960, Mr. C. 5. Lineham, who
had been an assistant master
since 1935, was appointed to
the post, and is still in office.

Along with other schools,
Milton Junior had its share of
problems because of over-
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butes its share to an early fostering of sporting prowess
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crowding during the rapid
growth of the 1950s. Classes
became uncomfortably large,
and boarding houses were
crowded.

The staff worked tirelessly
to meet the heavy demands
made on them, and the school
managed to keep its standards,
especially in cultural matters,
remarkably high.

In the 1958 Eisteddfod, for
example, there were more than
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and enthusiasm. These boys were taking part in a righy festival rfmr_tm,s_mm of the
major events in the Diamond Jubilee celebrations at Milton Junior School.

choirs WETE entered an4 eight

Trophy for the

of  them

COMpeting |
OF MOre clar e Dg in

two Classes. Foy

speech choirs, white the School
Drama ClUb won the sl.;f}ﬁ
e hest perfor-
mance 1N u}E Junior dramatic
class with itg play " Christo-
pher Columbus

Another  wal|. remembered
production, “The Tinder-Box™,
staged as part of the Golden
Jubilee c€eltbrations in 1960,
was 4 Breat source of pride to
parents and all connected with
the schoal

A memorable social event
during the Golden Jubilee was
the dinnec held at Milton
House, when nearly 100 old
bovs who had attended the
school before 1828 sat down
in the crowded dining room.

The following January — a
few days before term began,
the unique experience of fire
was counterbalanced by a less
dramatic and destructive, but
equally mare event — a flood.

The rains were so heavy that
the usually insignificant Mat-
sheumhlppe River overflowed
its banks snd inundated the
rughy pitch, cregping many
inches up the goalposts,

‘SEEING’ TRIPS

The boys of Milton Junior ||
have fﬂ.g’ r5 been en-
couraged to take a lively inter- |-
est In the resources of their|
country, This has been slimu;
lated by “see for yourselves
trips,

For example, in March, 1962,
o Purwqﬁ?[m ﬂi was taken to the
Marve] Mine at Filabusi as part
of the years programme in
connection. with mineral re-
Sources, They went all over the
mine, and underground.

¥ wing year a party
of .JI..’[;} \E';,]-Ed -‘.‘.gfnnki{' ‘Calliery,
the underground workings, n!r'-Ej
the by-products plant. 1t was &
most ipstructive weekend.

In August holidays ol

964, I[t;ﬁ;jl u!gllﬂﬂrll}uk i muu!1
more gmbilious venture — i

fortnight's camping lour of
m‘;ﬂﬁlﬂ;ﬁ;ﬁ The itinerary in-
cluded Zimbabwe, Kyle, the

Lowveld, the Eastern Districts
and a Que Que gold mine.

here are at present about
ll!}l]'. h':y:f:l the school, includ-
ing 65 boarders.




